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Remember the Orphans 


HE WHITE SISTERS are caring for almost a thousand little children in their Orphanages 
pest have but one fault: INSATIABLE APPETITES! In these days of depression this is 
a serious fault indeed and the future would be very gloomy 
if the Sisters did not count on the assistance of the Little 
Flower of Lisieux, to whom they have entrusted the care of 
their orphans. 


Daily folding their hands together, these little ones ask 
their holy protectress to shower heavenly roses upon their 
benefactors. 


Any offering, no matter how small, for the ORPHANS’ 
BREAD will be greatly appreciated by the Sisters. In return 
benefactors will have the prayers of these little ones and, 
better still, the blessing of Him Who was once a poor child 


Himself and who said: ‘As long as you did it to one of these my 


8 least brethren, you did it to me.’’—St. Matthew XXV. 
ere 
Several Good Ways to Help the Spiritual Favors and Advantages 
~— Si All those who help the missions in one way or another 
issionary sisters will share in the Masses, prayers, and good works offered 
RP up daily by the Missionaries and the natives for their 
; ae : Benefactors. 
The perpetual adoption of a Missionary Sister . $2,500.00 _ Three Masses are celebrated every month for the inten- 
The annual adoption of a Missionary Sister . 125.00 tions of the Benefactors. 
To support a dispensary for a year .....++++. 40.00 Special F ee a 
r r 
The annual adoption of a child in one of the ania : tae 
RT CRIIAIIE 605055000 s0seccseeeses 40.00 Members of the Guilds 
" 1. A plenary indulgence following the Ordinary Conditions: 
wae gave onaaead or young girl for a Cath- aie (a) The day they join the Guild. 
Pr seme sa Re Sees HeneeerEeSese ‘ (6) On the following feasts: Immaculate Conception, St. Augus- 
Provide bread for a child, monthly ........: 1.00 tine, St. Monica, St. Peter and St. Francis Xavier. 
2. Masses said for them after their death at no matter what Altar 
To build a hut for a patient in Central Africa 10.00 will procure for their souls the same favors as if they had been cele- 


brated at a privileged altar. 


To support a leper in a hut for a month...... 2.00 Persons who would like to avail themselves of these privileges, by 
‘ becoming members of one of these Guilds may apply to either of the 
To clothe a girl so that she may go to school for following Promoters, who will be pleased to furnish the necessary 
DT ciccsienueeieniswapesstncutereetes 5.00 information: 
Miss Helen Boland, 35 Madison A , Jersey City. 
To keep a sanctuary lamp burning for a month. 1.00 wna iy a 


Mrs. Roman Smith, Jr., South River, New Jersey. 
Miss Anna Cronin, 11 Wrentham St., Ashmont, Mass. 


For information apply to Rev. Mother Superior, 319 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen, N. J. 
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THE MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


Published and edited with ecclesiastical approba- 
tion bi-monthly by the Missionary Sisters of Our \ 
a Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, N. J. | 
%- a2 - 
We KK Subscription One Dollar a Year o"* 
Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office 


at Metuchen, N. J., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


as | 


we 


(neisrmas mirth and cheer we sin- 
cerely send to our dear mission friends, 
benefactors, subscribers, the Guilds and all 
those who spiritually and materially inter- 
ested themselves in the conversion of the 
dark children confided to our Apostolate. ) 


C A work so pleasing to the Infant newly ae GAY 

born cannot remain without its reward. y 
We therefore prayerfully hope that all those 
who read these lines may experience that 
true joy and happiness, felt by the Blessed 
Virgin and Saint Joseph on this great day. 


¢ We feel inadequate to express our 
gratitude and appreciation for all the ser- 
vices received in this land of America and 
in our powerlessness we would be really 
disconcerted if it were not for that All- 
loving, All powerful God, who to-day hides 
His Majesty under the form of a dear In- 
fant. He seems to say, Come to me with 
confidence I am able to grant all your re- 
quests. 


¢ Therefore dear benefactors we ap- 
proach the Divine Infant and ask Him to 
grant you all the graces you now most 
ardently desire. 
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HEN the first White Sisters came to 

Uganda they opened at Rubaga, and 
three years later at Villa Maria, schools which 
were largely attended. A great number of 
the pupils were catechumens, who, coming to 
the mission for a period of six months for re- 
ligious instructions, could not be taught much 
more than to read and write their language. 
However, the young neophytes of the mission 
station, being more stable, formed an interest- 
ing group manifesting great eagerness to be 
educated. Generally intelligent, docile and of 
pleasant dispositions, these young girls could 


Our Schools 


cilitate their assimilating Christian Doctrine. 
But the country was going ahead. Young 
men who had had the advantage of a higher 
education naturally sought among their com- 
patriots for wives who would be able to create 
in the home an atmosphere compatible with 
the habits they had contracted from Euro- 
peans. Moreover, the erection of new hos- 
pitals, more adapted to the requirements of 
civilization de- 
manded a higher 


educated femi- 
nine personnel. 
Taking in view 
these considera- 
tions, it was de- 
cided to provide 
the ‘facilities for 
a more extensive 
system of educa- 
tion, completing 
the transforma- 
tion, at least ex- 
terior, of the Mu- 
ganda woman. 


aes 


THE PRESENT 
SITUATION 


Class of 


be taught to write, calculate, sing and sew. 
It was sufficient in the beginning as we had not 
the pretention of making scholars of them. 

Having an inborn taste for correspondence, 
the most cherished ambition of the Baganda 
is to write letters. A few Bagole (prominent 
women of the tribe) were not ashamed to come 
to the improvised school-room and to sit, not 
at desks, but on the ground covered with dried 
grass. One of them, the grandmother of the 
Katikiro (prime minister) was a persevering 
pupil, and to her great joy, learned to read 
and write fluently. 

A little later, as the Catholic Faith spread 
and developed, thousands of little negro chil- 
dren in every part of the country, were learn- 
ing the three R’s, and a marvelous transfor- 
mation took place among them. 

Realizing the danger of educating, above 
their condition, the girls who had just been 
delivered from the darkness of paganism, the 
Missionaries had no other wish than to give 
them an elementary education in order to fa- 


yesterday 
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The work of 
socializing and 
educating the native women flourishes in 
Bwanda as no where else. There, on a hill 
opposite Villa Maria (the Bishop’s residence) 
was founded the Novitiate for the Daughters 
of Mary, a native diocesan community recog- 
nized by the Holy See in 1925. Besides the 
Mother House and the Novitiate for the 
Native Sisters, Bwanda has two 
other important educational in- 
stitutions: a normal school and 
a boarding school. 

The Normal School for the 
training of native teachers under 
the patronage of Saint Theresa 
of the Infant Jesus and subject 
to the English Educational 
Board, was opened in 1925. 
Three years later, the first ten 


To 
America 
from 


ere- 


students, on being presented for 
examinations, were all successful 
and were congratulated by the 
Board of Examiners. 

The English Government 


Often save a pen 
And make Christ 
For our little Ne 
By giving hima 


*The adoption and giving a Uh: 
child may be obtained by the donati 
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Sacrifices 


in Uganda 


sanctioned the wish of Bishop Streicher that 
this school be reserved exclusively for young 
women aspiring to the religious life. By the 
dignity of their lives they would exercise 
greater influence over the feminine population 
than lay teachers. 

The Boarding School dedicated to the Sa- 
cred Heart is destined for the higher education 
of the young girls belonging to the most promi- 
nent Baganda 
families. These 
spacious build- 
ings can accom- 
modate one hun- 
dred _ boarders 
and they are fur- 
nished with 
everything nec- 
essary for the 
formation of a 
group of elite 
young girls des- 
tined to become 
the wives of 
young men of 
influential stand- 
ing. Nothing 
is lacking — not 
even the tennis 
court. 

In the other mission centers of the Vicariate: 
Villa Maria, Rubaga, Kisubi and Toro the 
White Sisters also have flourishing elementary 
and secondary schools where the curriculum 
includes: English, native grammar, arithmetic, 
geography, history, drawing, singing, as well 
as the elements of hygiene, pedagogy, the care 
of children and domestic science. 
A certain amount of time is de- 
voted to occupations that still 
remain the appanage of women 
of all conditions: gardening ,cook- 
ing a la Kigandaand native arts. 

Besides the White Sisters’ 
schools which are well provided 
with the necessary furniture, etc. 
each village has its school with 
native Sisters of catechists where 
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for the 
Christ 


2 a penny 
> Christmas happy 
ttle Negro babe 


him a name.* 


ving @ Christian name to a heathen 
the donation of five dollars. 


thousands of little negroes are 
taught at least to read and write. 

Not far from Rubaga at 
Nsambya, in our neighboring 
Vicariate, there is a school for 
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midwives under the direction of the Franciscan 
Sisters of Mill-Hill. Young negresses who 
have a taste for nursing and a special talent for 
this work may follow a good course of training 
at this school and after examinations before a 
Board of doctors receive a diploma and are 
then assigned to the different hospitals. They 
wear, not without dignity, an attractive uni- 
form resembling that of the Red Cross Nurses, 
and render great service to their compatriots. 

Religious teaching has a preponderant place 
in all our schools. There are regular hours for 
catechism and the pupils write remarkably 


SE ee SE ie Se ee ee 


clear and precise summaries of what they have 
been taught. 

It is important that the young women, who 
may be dazzled by the glitter of the brighter 
side of civilization, should be taught to take a 
serious view of life. They are persevering, for 
eagerness to learn is not lacking. The Bagan- 
da girl will walk two hours’ distance morning 
and evening to attend school. Possessing a 
retentive memory and a receptive intelligence , 
they have, nevertheless, but little aptitude in 
making a practical application of the know- 
ledge acquired. This is easily understood 
when one considers that everything is so new 
to them and they have no inherited intellectual 
background. 

In the higher grades the girls wear a plain 
but pretty uniform with skirts of a proper 
length—abbreviated ones would not be toler- 
ated. A Muganda chief who had travelled in 
Europe was greatly astonished at the pre- 
vailing fashions and the general appearance of 

(Continued on page 105) 
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The Beni-M’Zab Tribe 


(Concluded) 


A fractured limb is simply rubbed with henna and the 
injured person must wait patiently until the bones are 
once more knitted together. A good deal of rubbing is 
the remedy for rheumatic pains. When any one com- 
plains of pain in the stomach, a very heavy stone is 
laid on the patient who upholds the weight in hopes 
of being soothed after some time. The cupping glass 
is sometimes employed but the result is often disas- 
trous owing to the earthenware not containing fused 
resin which is turned upside down upon the chest or 
back. Burning or pricking with red hot needles is 
supposed to calm nerve trouble. 

Despite such medical and surgical inventions death 
finds its way in Ghardaia as elsewhere; and who could 
wonder since the Mozabites have not the least notion of 


appears, a passer-by having yielded to temptation 
and earried it away. 

Epilogue—How many of the wealthy Mozabites 
who are now sleeping their last in this desolate ceme- 
tery, had ever stopped, while journeying through 
life, to ponder for even a moment on Eternity? 

Had any one of these once wealthy covered his 
sins with the mantle of charity? . . . What clearly 
presents itself to the human gaze is the never-satisfied 
craving of the Mozabite for money and sensual pleas- 
ures. His ambition is unable to reach beyond this 
varthly vision, retaining him captive and preventing 
him from yearning after the material things of the 
world. His thirst for gold is the stimulant which 
urges him on and enables him to undergo tiresome 


The M’Zab’s Christmas Dinner 


hygiene and are very ignorant about nursing the sick. 
* * * 

Death and Burial—In case of mortal disease, rela- 
tives and friends assemble to mourn. This they do 
before the patient has breathed his last. They do not 
only sob and cry but they shriek and yell in a most 
savage manner. The dying person has barely gasped 
the last breath that the excited mourners announce 
the fact by various lamentations; stopping only, now 
and then, ‘“‘to drink coffee.” 

The body is washed, shrouded and tied up in a mat, 
and immediately carried to the cemetery. An hour 
later the corpse is already in a shallow grave. The 
size of graves is the same for every adult; and it is dis- 
tressing to witness certain scenes that take place when 
a grave is lacking the necessary length to place in the 
corpse; in no case does it ever exceed two feet in depth. 

The cemetery surrounds the whole little town of 
Ghardaia like a girdle. The tombs are well taken 
care of, for a time, and may be recognized by the 
number and variety of dishes, bottles, bowls, etc. 
These vessels are always intentionally broken before 
being placed on a tomb: a necessary precaution to pre- 
vent their being stolen. <A fan or a stick, even a ker- 
chief is perchance seen amid the broken crockery as a 
memento of the deceased owner; however it soon dis- 
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journeys and spend long, feverish hours behind his 
counter amid loads of merchandise and heaps of dust. 

During the many years they have been engaged 
in the thorny task of converting the Mozabites, the 
Missionaries— though it would appear they were wast- 
ing their time relying upon God's grace, struggled on. 
“What one sows, another will reap’? was the thought 
they ever kept before their mind. Nor were they 
wrong in so thinking for the time has come when their 
followers, who are now working in this dark corner 
of God’s vineyard, see their efforts at last crowned 
with success. For, at the present, conversions are 
not effected in numbers but Ghardaia boasts of the 
possession of many Christian families, a forerunner 
as it were, of a bright future for this, once, Moham- 
medan land. 


Christmas Offerings 


On Christmas morn, the little orphans come to offer their gifts 
to the Christ Child: a few beads, a safety pin, or perhaps a penny 
or two. 

Our little Henrietta was very generous, she chose one of her 
prettiest necklaces; Little Dominiko, less fortunate, came in tears 
to his sister and made her the confident of his trouble: ‘‘Every 
one offers something to the Infant Jesus, whilst | can find nothing 
8 give Him.” His little sister dried his tears by giving him a few 

reads. 
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Our Schools in Uganda 


(Concluded) 
the women he met in civilized countries. by the first Missionaries, vouchsafe to keep 
In the out-lying villages, far from the Capi- under her special protection her black children 
tal and the larger towns the primitive condi- and respond to their filial devotion by pre- 


tions are little altered. The life of the natives serving them from a materialistic and here- 
is still very rustic; the old Kiganda customs tical civilization. It is the Missionaries con- 
prevail. Civilization does not seem to have stant prayer whose efforts verge toward coun- 
had much effect upon them; but that isnot the — tervailing, by a serious Christian formation, 


essential point. What is worthy of beingmen- — the seducing charm of pleasure. 
tioned is the moral transformation of the na- May our readers, who are interested in these 
tive women. The young girl who was con- — souls redeemed by the Blood of Christ help us 


sidered nothing more than a chattel, bought with their fervent prayers. 
and sold, destined to the life of a slave, of a eT Ne ey 
beast of burden, is now emancipated. The 


right to cultivate her intelligence and to oc- 
cupy a place in society is recognized. She has : 
her liberty. If she wishes to marry, she may Echoes from Africa 
choose her own husband and she is considered ” ; ane - 

; ° re Thomas the chief of the Christians of Laminila, a village situ- 
worthy of being a companion to him and cap- ated about ten miles from the Mission, had been ill for several 


able of educating her children. Or she mav months. Very weak, with a high temperature and a violent 
Sie a“ : ; . headache, he arrived at the dispensary. When we warned him 
choose the religious life or a nurse’s career. of the danger of thus exposing himself to the sun in his condition 


But better still, by throwing off the shackles he said: 


; “I feel worse than usual and I think I am going to die. I 
that bound her social freedom she has also started out so as to be here when the end comes. | had to rest 


freed her soul from the bonds of ignorance and every now and then under a tree. Burning with fever and trem- 
ste ; : bling with weakness, I feared I should never reach the Mission, 
superstition that have held her captive for but I thought of my soul and the Sacraments and that gave me 


centuries and is now seen to rise, humble and courage to continue.” a 
. gap peer ‘ He was indeed in danger. The children prayed fervently for 
chaste, to the heights of Christian perfection. his recovery and we urged him to pray also: 


May she always understand that the secret of “You must ask God to grant you a few more years of life; 
. < - . ae a your wife and children need you. You know what happens to 
her nobleness lies in her faith in Christ who a family when the father dies.” 


liberated her and in her docility to the Catholic _"1_am going because God calls me, wag his answer. “He will 
Church, true mother and teacher of all nations. He never complained of his own sufferings but continually 


Mav the Blessed Virgin Queen of Africa. to thought of those who nursed him. When a Sister expressed 
- ote ile : pity at the sight of another abscess on his arm he calmly replied: 
whom the Kingdom of Uganda was consecrated “The worse I get the harder you must work!” 
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The Missionary in the 
Field 


“Going therefore, teach ye all nations; bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.‘”’ 

(St. Matt. 28-19) 


The Missionary, in the field, is one 
who has left home, family and all that 
the world holds dear, that he might 
give himself entirely, mind and heart, 
body and soul, to spread the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, in the far flung outposts 
of civilization. 

He goes into a strange country, among 
a strange people, a stranger in a strange 
land, an unwelcome visitor; he has to 
suffer insults, and at times, death it- 
self that souls may be saved. He has 
to learn a strange language as well as a 
a new mode of life, to withstand a cli- 
mate that, very often, saps and short- 
ens his life. .All this he suffers gladly, 
sacrificing all that he might himself 
reach and bring other souls into the 
Promised Land. 


A true soldier of Christ is the Mis- 
sionary in the field afar, carrying the 
banner of the Cross of Christ to infidel 
lands. 


“According to thy ability be merciful. If thou have much, 
give abundantly, if thou hast little, take care, even so, to bestow 
willingly a little.” 

(To-4, 8-9) 


The Missionary in charity is one who so loves 
Christ that he helps to keep the missions alive by sup- 
plying the material means necessary for the mission- 
aries’ work. 

What could the latter in the field do, without the 
Missionary of charity? 

Through our generosity, God uses us as instru- 
ments to spread His gospel in orphanages, schools, 


The Three Missionaries 


“And other sheep | have, that are not of this fold.”—(Sr. Jonn, 10-16) 


The Missionary in Charity 


The Missionary in Prayer 


“Pray ye, therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he send forth laborers into His harvest.” 
(St. Matt. 9-38) 

The Missionary in Prayer is he who 
does not only pray but whose sufferings 
and work as well as recreation are 
offered for the success of the missions. 
‘*Therefore whether you eat or drink, 
or whatsoever else you do, do all to the 
glory of God.”’* 

One is a Missionary in Prayer who, 
though confined to a life of inactivity 
by some infirmity, yet unites his suffer- 
ings to those of Jesus on the Cross and 
offers them together with his helpless- 
ness for the end that the reign of Christ 
may spread in infidel countries. 

One is a Missionary in Prayer who, 
no matter what his walk in life may be, 
will offer to the Lord, for the good of 
the missions, his daily labors and the 
trials that Divine Providence may send 
him. 

All, then, can be missionaries through 
Prayer, no matter what his age or sta- 
tion in life may be, by offering up their 
sufferings, labors, trials, even their 
pleasure for the salvation of souls in 
the missionary field. 


*St. Paul (Cor. 10-31). 


and other charitable institutions, where people with- 
out means, come for food and medical treatment, 
they receive not only that, but the far more precious 
gifts: the grace of faith, true nourishment and reme- 
dies for their soul. 

That same generosity helps to establish flourishing 
Christian settlements in places where God is unknown; 
it makes possible the building of Christian churches, 
where God in His Eucharistic presence is enthroned; 
it makes possible the training of other missionaries, 
to continue and increase the Kingdom of God on 
earth. 


ALL THEN CAN BE MISSIONARIES, either by consecrating their lives for the salvation of souls 
in the field afar, or by offering their prayers, sufferings or other good works for the spread of God’s 


Kingdom among infidel people, or by supporting by their generosity this work so pleasing to God. 


Printed in U.S. A. 
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